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those meetings, activists, legal
experts, judges, and scholars
worked on prioritizing women’s
rights, gender equality and social
justice. In November 2014 LWPP
organized, in partnership with
the US Institute for Peace (USIP),
a workshop with Libyan women
civil society leaders, youth
activists, judges, legal experts,
scholars, members of the Con-
stitutional Drafting Committee,
religious leaders in the League

of Libyan *Ulama, and the Dean
of Graduate Studies at Al-Azhar
University. In the seminar they
looked at this topic from both
the viewpoint of Islamic Law and
from international laws and con-
ventions, and searched for ways
to reconcile these two important
references. These efforts led to a
Charter for Libyan Women’s Con-
stitutional Rights. The goal was
to prioritize women's rights and
concerns.

G« The LWPP also produced
the Crisis Response Strategy to
Achieve Stabilization in Libya.
Libyans of diverse backgrounds
formulated the strategy at a meet-
ing on February 17-18, 2015,
organized by LWPP in partner-
ship with Women’s International
League For Peace & Freedom
(WILPF), on the fourth an-
niversary of the Libyan Revolu-
tion, in light of the failure of the
international community and

the absence of key stakeholders
from United Nations-led peace
talks. With terrorism threatening
to engulf the country one city

at a time and the humanitarian
deterioration reaching frighten-
ing levels, LWPP holds that all
parties to the conflict must fully
recognize the need to put an end
to political fragmentation. LWPP
also believes that though there

is a need for a political solution
based on a national unity govern-
ment, Libyans also need a coher-
ent and comprehensive integrated
strategy.

G On Human Rights Day,
December 11th, 2014, LWPP

in partnership with Karama &
Equality Now launched Justice for
Salwa Is Justice For All campaign.
Militias assassinated the women
human rights activists and lead-
ers Salwa Bugaighis and Fareha

al Barqawi in June and July 2014,
respectively, because they called
for a peaceful transition of power.
Two months later a young male
activist, Tawfiq Bin Saud, a mem-
ber of the LWPP-affiliated orga-
nization Bokra, and his friend
Sami Al-Kawafi were assassinated
in Benghazi. In Tripoli militias
are publicly calling the opposition
“traitors” and claiming that they
will assassinate and persecute op-
position members. According to
activists monitoring the death toll
from outside the country, at least
thirty-five prominent civil society
figures have been killed in 2015.
Rebel militias have enforced their
own systems of justice following
the collapse of the judiciary dur-
ing Libya’s 2011 revolution. While
kidnapping is commonplace,
armed gangs are assassinating
civil activists as part of a greater
violence campaign.

G« LWPP & partners expressed
alarm regarding the conflict and
war crimes in post revolution
Libya, which challenge women’s
meaningful exercise of their hu-
man rights, women’s engagement
in the transition, and advance-
ment of gender equality in the
country. They held that most
significant obstacle to women’s
full human rights and political
participation is the unchecked
militarization and violent extrem-
ism plaguing Libya today. LWPP
& partners also held the state

and the international community
accountable in the failure to enact
arms control; disarm, demobi-

ol Jai (o dul! 6joJl pio

lize, rehabilitate, and reintegrate
militias; and combat the rampant
impunity for violent crimes.
LWPP & partners strongly believe
that as long as this continues,
women and men cannot exercise
their human rights and reestab-
lish the rule of law.

G On the International Day

of Human Rights 2015, LWPP
produced the documentary film
Justice For Salwa Is Justice For
All The film was supported by
Karama as part of the UN Wom-
en Gender Fund. The film was
screened in Benghazi and several
countries around the world. The
Film argues that for the urgency
to end impunity of warlords. The
film also calls for the the protec-
tion of civil society members and
human rights defenders to allow
their safe participation in peace,
reconciliation, and political
processes.

G From 2015 throughout 2016
LWPP with the support of Hivos,
launched a program on Sustain-
able Peace. The program began
with monitoring the UN led
peace process, which included
members of LWPP. After a close
monitoring process, LWPP
concluded through a policy paper
that more than just a seize of
fire and power sharing is needed
in order to ensure a long-term,
sustainable peace. In addition to
important issues such as secu-
rity arrangements, economic
recovery and a broad reconcilia-
tion process, widespread impu-
nity, the need for transitional
justice, a clear proper plan of
DDR must also be addressed. In
a word, Libya needs to pursue

an inclusive positive peace over
exclusionary negative peace.

G LWPP is still engaged in
building a Vision of Sustainable
Peace in Libya through a qualita-
tive research on nation building
and social capital which will be
soon published.
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2013 till the end
of 2014, LWPP
started a series

of roundtable
events to discuss
the inclusion of
women’s rights
in the constitu-
tion ... these led
to a Charter for

Libyan Women’s
Constitutional

Rights.
[ ]
e

Libyan Women's Platform for Peace

Milestones of the Libyan
Women’s Platform for Peace

The Libyan Women’s Platform for Peace (LWPP) was launched on
the 7th of October 2011 by over thirty-five Libyan women from dif-
ferent cities and backgrounds, to ensure that women remain a vital
part of post-Gaddafi Libya. The Platform has a particular emphasis
on inclusive transitions, women’s rights, youth leadership, advance-
ment and security, as related to women’s political and economic par-
ticipation, constitutional reform, and education. It has since grown
to a network of over a hundred organisations and persons.

The LWPP has experience in constituency building and mobilisation,
network facilitation and management, as well as successful advocacy
and lobby activities in the fields of women’s political leadership and
participation. The LWPP has also been involved in the new constitu-
tion drafting process, efforts regarding the electio

G In December 2011 the
National Transitional Council
drafted a controversial elec-

tion law that was criticized for
its exclusivist patriarchal tribal
mind-set. The LWPP joined with
other organizations to protest the
election law. We also identified
legal experts sensitive to gender
matters and asked them to form
an independent committee that
would produce a more inclusive
electoral law. To guarantee equal
representation of women and
men, the committee proposed

an electoral law based on “zipper
lists,” or political party election
lists that alternate vertically and
horizontally between male and
female candidates. This initia-
tive was adopted and was very
successful: 624 women registered
as candidates (of 3,700 total), 540
through political parties (encour-
aged by zipper lists) and 84 as
independents. Sixty-two percent
of Libyans (40 percent of them
women) cast over 1.7 million
ballots. Libyan women won 16.5
percent of the positions (thirty-
three seats, of which thirty-two
were acquired through party
lists) in the first elected National
Congress in fifty-two years.

Gk The LWPP, in partnership
with the international nongov-
ernmental organization Karama
& UN Women, organized in 2013
the Libyan Women’s Political
Empowerment Program, which
aimed to place gender equality
and inclusive democracy on the
agenda of the transition period
in Libya. LWPP, Karama & UN
Women worked with civil society
groups on making electoral
processes fair, redrafting the Con-
stitutional Declaration, effecting
community-level reconciliation,
overseeing justice and security
sector reforms, and ensuring
gender-responsive policies. The
program emphasized raising
awareness of existing laws that
protect women and the marginal-
ized and developing a special-
ized response to gender-based
violence.

@ From 2013 till the end of
2014, LWPP started a series of
roundtable events in order to
discuss the inclusion of women’s
rights in the constitution. During
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o The State shall make appointments to public office ac-
cording to fair, transparent and merit-based criteria re-

gardless of gender.

o The State shall ensure a fair representation of women
in state-owned or government controlled institutions and

entities inside Libya and abroad.

 The State shall ensure that women are effectively rep-
resented in all peace talks in accordance with SCR 1325,

1881, 1882.

CONCLUSION

This Charter for Libyan Women’s Constitutional Rights
is the collaborative effort of Libyan women for Libyan
women written in accordance with the principles of hu-
man equality rooted in Islamic Sharia law along with uni-
versally accepted international standards.

We urge the honorable members of the Constitution-
al Drafting Assembly to carefully consider its points and
utilize it as a guide in their deliberations over the rights
of women in the final draft of the Constitution. We hope
the Assembly will realize the importance of the task before
them not just in determining the future of the Libyan fe-
male population, but moreover, the future of the Libyan
nation.

It is our sincere belief that the success of Libya’s emer-
gence as a civilized, modern, prosperous society rests on
the unconditional embrace of the equal civil rights, re-
sponsibilities and contributions of all of its citizens, men
and women working and achieving together, side by side.

May Allah bless and protect Libya.

&€ asan
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g. Protection and promotion of their physical and men-
tal health moral and social development, education and
any other interests related to their general well-being

from any threats or obstacles.

h. Legal counseling and services at the expense of the

State in relation to proceedings to which the child is a
party.
Prohibition of and preventing their participation or in-

volvement in any armed conflict.

POLITICAL RIGHTS

« Asan equal citizen, every woman shall enjoy all political
rights, including eligibility to vote and to seek public office
through elections or appointment upon reaching the legal

age.

« A body called "The Supreme Council for Women" shall
be incorporated, and shall seek to contribute to the pro-
tection and enforcement of women's rights as stipulated
in the Constitution and in the international agreements of
which the State is a signatory. This shall include the for-
mulation and inculcation and application of public poli-

cies related to women.

« A quota of no less 30% for women shall be implemented
in all political institutions, including the parliament and

municipal councils.

o Measures shall be taken to ensure and promote the active
participation and contributions of female political repre-
sentatives and figures free from threat, coercion, intimida-

tion and dismissiveness by male peers or other individuals.
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o The State shall protect and enforce the right of women to
engage in commerce, investment and other economic ac-

tivities free from gender based discrimination.

« Women shall be provided with legal services and support
at the expense of the State to combat any perceived or sus-
pected violations of their property and inheritance rights

and their just outcome.

“ The legal
THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN inheritance
and prop-
1. In this Article, the term "Child" shall include every per- erty rights of
son below the age of 18. women shall
2. The state shall protect the rights of children, including, be protected
this protection being inclusive of ensuring that each child by the State
from any

enjoys the following:
attempts ...

a. Alegal name that results
b. The Libyan nationality commencing at birth. in a breach of
these rights.

¢. Humane moral and physical care, including ensuring
that the child is receiving proper familial care. In the ab-

sence of family, proper alternative care shall be provided.
d. Proper nutrition, shelter, health and social care. .

e. Protection from abuse, neglect, exploitation or humil-
iation by any party. The state shall give priority to lift-
ing the abuse of children within the framework of labor/
work or any other illegal or unethical activity, such lift- .
ing being concomitant to lifting the unlawful framework

itself.

f. Protection from coercion to perform a job that is

unsuitable or that entails tasks that are beyond their

abilities.
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and adds value to the general community.

o The State shall support the individual right to seek em-
ployment and provide material support to integrate the

individual into the professional or labor workforce.

o The State shall demonstrate its commitment to the prin-
ciple of equality by ensuring equal employment opportu-
nities for all men and women in addition to equal com-

pensation for equal jobs.

o Under age labor shall be absolutely prohibited. Children
shall be protected by the State from any exploitation.

o All forms of discrimination in employment shall be pro-
hibited including that based on gender, age, marital status,
parenthood, political affiliation, national, regional or eth-

nic origin, ideology or any other grounds.

o The State shall take necessary measures to ensure hu-
mane and equitable working conditions and hours for all

members of the workforce.

« The State shall work to alleviate the burdens of mother-
hood on women in the workforce through material sup-

port including the provision of free childcare services.

The Right to Property and Inheritance

« Women shall have the right to inherit, own, buy, sell and
distribute property as individual citizens in accordance

with the principles of Sharia law.

o The legal inheritance and property rights of women
shall be protected by the State from any attempts by fam-
ily members or other individuals to deny, impede, misrep-
resent, manipulate, exploit or alter them in any way that
results in a breach of these rights and their lawful imple-

mentation.
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clude but are not limited to the following:

« Coverage for medical care and the damages to property

resulting from natural or man-made disasters or conflict.

o Paid maternity and parental leave from employment to
care for an infant, child, parent or spouse in need of special

care.

o Protection from occupational hazards and risks to safety

and well-being in the workplace.

« Workman’s compensation in the case of injury or dista-

bility resulting in the inability to perform one’s job.

o Unemployment benefits and severance pay in the case

of loss of job.

o Guaranteed retirement benefits from the State in accor-

dance with the law and principles of equality and justice.

« The right of women in the workforce to raise and care
for their children free of hardship including the provision

of childcare services at the expense of the State.

o Medical care, protection and any service deemed neces-
sary to the well-being of mothers and offspring through
the duration of pregnancy, time of delivery and the post-

partum period.

o The State shall also provide special benefits to single

mothers, unmarried women and housewives in need.

o The State shall provide social assistance to any citizen
that is needy regardless of registration in the social welfare

system.

The Right to Work and to Fair Remuneration

o The State defines “work” as being an economic activity

that generates productivity, wealth and social well-being

™
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tity and its firm ideals. The State shall seek to inform and
facilitate the education of the society on the principles of
the Constitution including their fundamental rights and

responsibilities as citizens.

The Right to Social Security & Social Insurance

o The State shall provide moral and material care for ev-
ery person in a state of human fragility and weakness with
particular emphasis on mothers, pregnant women, chil-
dren and adolescents, the elderly and the disabled or sick,
especially those suffering from serious disability, injury
or physical or mental illness requiring special or intensive

medical treatment.

o The State shall also provide moral and material care to
all victims of domestic violence or abuse and sexual vio-

lence or abuse regardless of age or marital status.

o The State shall also provide moral and material care to
victims of natural or human-caused disasters, armed con-

flict and other threats.

« The State shall also facilitate the care and rehabilitation
of disabled persons and their integration into society to
lead quality lives in dignity free from discrimination and

exploitation.

o The State shall provide education, healthcare, employ-
ment, housing, social security, and protection of moth-
erhood and childhood, and support for divorced, single

mothers, aged unmarried women and the needy.

o The State shall provide these social services to all equally

and without discrimination

o All Libyan women shall have the right to obtain social

security benefits from the State. These benefits shall in-
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enjoy the Libyan nationality and all citizenship rights as-

sociated with it commencing at birth.

o The State shall protect and preserve the family unit includ-
ing motherhood, childhood, adolescence and the elderly.

o The State shall facilitate the general welfare and security
of mothers, children, adolescents, the disabled, the elderly
and the needy.

o The State shall allocate a percentage of the public budget
to provide financial assistance to mothers and children in

need, divorcees, single mothers, widows, and elderly.
PR RS

CULTURAL, SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC RIGHTS

The Right to Education

o Education is a fundamental human right and a social

duty. The State shall provide free education to all.

o The State shall consider this a mandatory function which
serves one of the highest collective interests and aspirations

of the society.

o The State shall ensure that the education it provides be of
high quality and based on modern universal standards and

diverse currents of thought.

o The State shall ensure that the education it provides con-
tributes to the growth of the creative ability of every human
being, and to the promotion of the principles of diversity

and pluralism.

o The State shall ensure that the education it provides shall
contribute to proper socialization that is conducive to the

development and preservation of a national Libyan iden-

™
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 Refugees including women and children who are dis-
placed as a result of armed conflict or war shall be provid-
ed with proper shelter, care and just compensation from

the State for damages suffered.

The Right to Marriage and to

the Formation of Family

« The family unit is one of the fundamental pillars of so-
ciety. The State shall ensure the protection of the family
unit by providing special care including but not limited to
financial assistance for families containing children with
special needs or disabilities, families containing victims of

armed conflicts, single mothers, widows and orphans.

« Every person shall have the right to marry and to estab-
lish a family in accordance with the provisions of Islamic
Sharia. Both spouses shall have equal rights and duties on

the social and political levels.

« The State shall ensure women’s right to choose their
husbands. The State shall criminalize forced marriage as

well as child marriage.

o The State shall protect females from all kind of abuse
including impeding marriage, the denial of dignified di-

vorce, and forcing wives out of the marriage premise.

« The State shall ensure and protect the right of women
to divorce & Khala’ (the right to divorce herself through a

judge) in accordance with the provisions of Islamic Sharia.

« All Libyans shall have the right to marry a non-Libyan,

in compliance with the provisions of Islamic Sharia.

o The non-Libyan spouses of Libyan men and women shall

be granted legal status by the State including residency.

« Children born of either a Libyan father or mother shall
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life of individuals and families. It shall be prohibited to

violate privacy as outlined by the law.

o The State shall ensure and protect the right of women to

move and travel safely and freely.

o The rights of women including newly acquired rights
that promote their equality, well-being and active partici-
pation in all aspects of the society shall be irrevocable and

enshrined by the State.

The Right to Peace & Security

o The State shall ensure and protect the women’s right to

live in dignity, safety and security.

o The State shall criminalize all forms of violence against
women including but not limited to domestic and sexual

abuse.

o The State shall criminalize all forms of sexual harass-
ment and coercion in schools, in the workplace and in

public venues.

o The State shall protect and provide care for victims of
gender based violence and abuse including medical and
psychological treatment, shelter and other necessary mea-
sures to assist in her recovery and reintegration into soci-

ety free from stigma and ostracism.

o The State shall provide care and compensation to wom-

en who are victims of armed conflict and war.

« Rape during armed conflict shall be considered a crime
of war in accordance with the United Nations Resolution
1820. The survivors of rape during armed conflict shall be
designated by the State as victims of war and shall be duly
entitled to financial reparations from the State in addition

to the right to seek additional legal recourse.

&l
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CIVIL RIGHTS

The Right to Citizenship

o Citizenship and the ensuing benefits are a fundamental

right guaranteed to all Libyans on equal grounds.

 National legislation shall regulate the acquisition, loss

and restoration of citizenship.
« Every Libyan may acquire another nationality.

The Right to Equality

« All people are equal in their right to human dignity, free-
dom, civil liberties and duties as designated in the consti-

tution.

o Slavery in all its forms including and not limited to
human trafficking & exploitation shall be deemed by the
State as a criminal act punishable in accordance with the

highest extent of the law.

« All forms of discrimination on any grounds shall be
prohibited by the State, including discrimination on the
basis of gender, race, color, regional, ethnic or tribal ori-
gin, culture, language, religion, political views and affilia-
tions, socio- economic status, level of education, disability,
age, marital status, pregnancy, or any other ground which
breaches, impedes or hinders the recognition, enjoyment,

or exercise of equal rights.

o The State shall seek to erase all the inherited social ta-
boos and practices that impede, harm or diminish the free-

dom, dignity and equality of women in the society.

o The right to privacy in all its dimensions shall be upheld
and protected by the State. This shall include the private
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INTRODUCTION

Although Libyan women compose half of the population
and were at the forefront of the February 17th revolution,
among the tragedies of the transition period has been
the severe blow to women’s rights. This has included
previously unparalleled crimes and violence committed
against the female population with the intention of in-
timidating and excluding them from active participation

in Libyan society.

To reverse this perilous course, it is imperative that
the rights of women are clearly articulated, asserted and
enshrined in the new Libyan Constitution. As the high-
est law of the land and the foundation for rebuilding the
Libyan State, it will provide Libyan women with a legiti-
mate platform on which to stand firmly as they struggle

for social justice and equality.

The following Charter of Libyan Women’s Constitu-
tional Rights represents the collective vision of Libyan
female civil society activists from across the ideological
spectrum, including legal experts, academics, and reli-

gious leaders of what this platform should look like.
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The Libyan Women'’s Platform for Peace
(LWPP) was launched on the 7th of October
2011. The Platform has a particular emphasis
on inclusive transitions, women'’s rights, youth
leadership, advancement and security, as related

to women'’s political and economic participation,

constitutional reform, and education.

www.lwpp.org






